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Canada’s chiefs of police are pleased that Bill C-16 - the
Protecting Victims Act - has received royal assent

The Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police (CACP) welcomes the passage of Bill C-16: the Protecting Victims
Act and its commitment to strengthening protections for victims of intimate partner violence and gender-
based violence across Canada.

We extend our appreciation to the Minister of Justice for introducing this legislation and to all government
parties whose leadership and commitment helped move this important bill through Parliament. The
enactment of Bill C-16 represents a significant step forward in recognizing the serious and often hidden
harms associated with coercive and controlling behaviour and in strengthening supports for victims within
the criminal justice system.

For many years, police leaders have advocated for stronger recognition of coercive and controlling behaviour
that often precedes physical violence and, in the most tragic cases, domestic homicide. Bill C-16 represents
meaningful progress toward addressing these concerns and incorporates key recommendations advanced
by the CACP during the parliamentary review process. By strengthening protections for victims, recognizing
the importance of addressing coercive control, and enhancing tools that support victim participation in the
justice process, Bill C-16 provides law enforcement and justice partners with a stronger framework to
intervene earlier and better protect those at risk.

While the passage of Bill C-16 marks important progress, its success will ultimately depend on effective
implementation. Police services across Canada look forward to working with governments, justice partners,
and victim-serving organizations to support victim-centred and trauma-informed training, consistent
investigative practices, and evidence-based risk assessment tools that will help ensure the legislation is
applied consistently across jurisdictions so that this law can achieve its intended outcomes.

The CACP remains committed to advancing measures that improve victim safety, strengthen accountability
for offenders, and enhance public confidence in Canada's justice system.
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