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Canada’s chiefs of police welcome the passing of Bill C-9, the
Combatting Hate Act

The Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police (CACP) welcomes the adoption of Bill C-9 which reflects a shared
commitment to protecting vulnerable communities and strengthening Canada's response to hate-motivated
crime.

Bill C-9 provides law enforcement and prosecutors with stronger tools to respond to hate propaganda,
intimidation, obstruction, and crimes motivated by hatred, while respecting constitutional rights and
freedoms.

The CACP is pleased that the final legislation addresses the key recommendations advanced by the
Association throughout the parliamentary process. In particular, the legislation creates new hate-motivated
offences, establishes new intimidation and obstruction offences, adopts a statutory definition of hatred
consistent with Supreme Court jurisprudence, preserves important provisions on mischief motivated by
bias, prejudice or hate, and strengthens the Criminal Code's response to the public display of hate and terror
symbols.

While Bill C-9 represents a significant milestone, further work remains. The CACP looks forward to working
with governments, prosecutors, and community partners to develop practical guidance to support the robust
and consistent enforcement of new and pre-existing provisions as well as to continue discussions regarding
the criminalization of the wilful promotion of designated terrorist entities and their activities.

The CACP recognizes the collaborative effort that made this legislation possible. We thank the Minister of
Justice for introducing this important legislation and all parliamentarians who worked to advance the bill for
their leadership and commitment to supporting efforts that enhance public safety, strengthen social
cohesion, and protect all Canadians from hate-motivated crime.

The passage of Bill C-9 sends a clear message that hate has no place in Canada and that those who seek to
intimidate, threaten, or target others because of their identity will be met with a stronger and more effective
legal response.
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