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Canada’s Police Chiefs Welcome Bill C-9: Combatting Hate Act

The Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police (CACP) supports the introduction of Bill C-9: the
Combatting Hate Act which, in part, aims to clarify when conduct constitutes a hate crime and
streamlines the process to lay hate propaganda charges.

All cases of harassment and hate crime are taken very seriously, and the police investigation process
is conducted in a similar manner for all victims of these acts. Everyone deserves to work, play and
worship in a safe environment that is free from violence and harassment. Recent years have seen
increased efforts on the part of police services across Canada to facilitate the identification, reporting,
and prosecution of hate crimes. We believe that these new legal thresholds and procedures will help
further increase the reporting of hate-motivated incidents.

The CACP supports the creation of a clear definition of “hatred” based on existing Supreme Court
jurisprudence to reduce ambiguity in what constitutes hateful conduct, helping police determine
when behaviour crosses into criminal territory.

The CACP also endorses the new intimidation and obstruction offences in Bill C-9 as necessary
preventive measures to help deter hate-motivated individuals and groups.

Police chiefs echo the view that removing the requirement for Attorney General consent to lay hate
propaganda charges would streamline investigations, reduce delays, and enable more responsive
policing.

Having said that, police leaders recognize that, while Bill C-9 strengthens legal authority, its effective
implementation depends on sufficient resources, specialized training, data collection and meaningful
engagement with affected communities to ensure both efficacy and legitimacy in enforcement.

The freedoms of expression, association, and assembly, protected under the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms, form the cornerstone of our democratic society and guide how we pursue
justice and public safety. The CACP welcomes the opportunity to work with the federal government
and communities to continue to find solutions to help prevent hate crimes, where possible, and
appropriately reprimand those who commit them.



