
May 2010 
 
Open Letter to Mr. Layton and Mr. Ignatieff 
House of Commons, Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 
 cc. to Mr DuCeppe 

Re:  Defeat Bill C-391.  Keep gun control and the gun registry.  
 

Dear Sir, 
 

We ask you and your party to vote against Ms. Candice Hoeppner’s Private Member’s Bill C-
391 which if passed, will eliminate the registration of rifles and shotguns and mean that no 
records of the sales of these firearms would be maintained. These unrestricted rifles and 
shotguns include the Ruger Mini 14 that was used at l’École Polytechnique as well as sniper 
rifles.   

 
Canada passed its gun laws in response to the December 6, 1989 shooting at l’École 
Polytechnique and its gun laws are recognized internationally as an effective tool to reduce 
gun violence targeting women. We ask you to honour your commitment to ending violence 
against women and to public safety by ensuring that your party votes to defeat this proposed 
legislation when it comes before the House. 

 
Gun Control has made a difference in Canada  
 
• Gun deaths have declined with stronger gun laws, dropping from 1125 in 1995 to fewer 

than 800 currently.  
• The 2007 rate of murders with rifles and shotguns has dropped by more than 52 

percent from 1995.  
• Spousal homicides with firearms have plummeted from 27 in 1996 to 9 in 2007. 
• Suicide rates, particularly among youth, have declined.  

 
First responders including police, paramedics, public health, and victims’ organizations support 
sensible gun control.   Although women are a small percentage of Canada’s 2 million gun 
owners, they account for a high percentage of the victims of gun violence. Access to a firearm 
is the fifth leading predictor of female homicide in domestic violence.  The weapon of choice 
in such incidents is a rifle or a shotgun.  
 
Mandatory screening, licensing and renewal for all firearm owners as well as registration of 
all firearms are important measures to protect women’s safety.  Renewable licenses reduce 
the risk that individuals with a history of domestic violence will have access to firearms. 
Registration ensures that the police can take preventative action and helps hold gun owners 
accountable for their firearms, reinforcing the licensing provisions. Canada’s Supreme Court 
of Canada said that the registration provisions cannot be severed from the licensing 
provisions.  
 
The proposed law would eliminate the requirement to register rifles and shotguns.  A 
licensed owner can buy as many guns as he wishes without his name being associated with 
any gun through the registry.  Such an owner (with a license) can give the firearm(s) to 
individuals without licenses.  



 
Canada’s police agencies currently use the registry 11000 times daily to search for 
information about which individuals have guns and what guns they own so that they can 
enforce prohibition orders and support preventative action.  Inquests conducted into the 
murders of women and children continue to recommend that gun owners be licensed and 
their guns registered to prevent further tragedies. 
 
Women overwhelmingly support the licensing of gun owners and registration of all firearms. 
While the gun lobby is very vocal in its opposition, a recent Leger and Leger poll (December 
2009) showed most Canadians support the registry including people living with gun owners 
(typically their wives). Access to rifles and shotguns in cases of domestic violence and 
suicide is a major public safety concern: 

 
• 88 percent of the women that are killed with guns are killed with a shotgun or rifle;  
• Access to guns is the fifth highest of 18 risk factors in spousal homicides; 
• 50 percent of family homicides end when the murderer commits suicide: 
• Screening in licensing and licence renewals for gun owners  is essential to the 

protection of women and  children;  
• If a gun is used as a murder weapon there are more often multiple victims including 

children; 
• Women and children are at greater at risk for gun related homicide in rural and 

western communities where opposition to gun control and registration is highest 
• The Annual cost of violence against women is 0ver $4 billion a year in Canada, the 

cost of the registry is $4 million. 

International experts maintain that governments have an obligation to regulate firearms in 
order to reduce the risks of violence. The UN Special Rapporteur on Violence Against 
Women and the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Small Arms have emphasized 
that states which do not adequately regulate firearms are failing to meet their obligations 
under international law, particularly with respect to the safety of women and children. 
 
The stakes are high for women in Canada. Ending violence against women requires you to lead 
your party to reduce violence and suicide in our families and our communities, by defeating 
Bill C-391.  
 
 
Signing in opposition to Bill C-391: 
 
Patricia DuVal, President 
Canadian Federation of University Women 
251 Bank Street Suite 305, Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1X3. Phone: 613 234 8252 
Email: cfuw1@rogers.com  Url. www.cfuw.org  
 
Barbara Byers, Executive Vice President, Canadian Labour Congress 
2841 Riverside Drive, Ottawa, Ontario, K1V 8X7: 613 521 7402 
Email: bbyers@clc-ctc.ca  Url: www.onceandforall.ca   
 



 
Wendy Cukier, Coalition For Gun Control 
cgc.montreal@gmail.com / 514-725-2021 
www.guncontrol.ca 
 
Paulette Senior CEO, YWCA Canada 
422-75 Sherbourne Street, Toronto, Ontario M5A 2P9 
 
 Ann Decter, YWCA Canada 
www.ywcacanada.ca  
 
Rheanna Sand, President YWCA Edmonton 
 
Ginette Guay-Defiy, Directrice générale, YWCA Quebec 
 
Lynne Kent. President 
YWCA Canada 
 
Kim Decker, Executive Director 
YWCA Cambridge 
 
Jim Bonk, CEO 
YMCA-YWCA of Guelph 
 
Catherine M Pead, CEO 
YWCA Hamilton 
 
Elizabeth Clark, Executive Director,  
YWCA Kitchener-Waterloo 
 
Lynn Simmer, Executive Director 
YWCA Peterborough, Victoria and Haliburton 
 
Heather McGregor, CEO 
YWCA Toronto 
 
Kristin Blakely-Kozman, President 
YWCA Toronto 
 
 
Marlene Gorman, Executive Director 
YWCA Sudbury 
 
Barb Macpherson, Executive Director 
YWCA Saskatoon 
 
 



Professor Martha Jackman, National Steering Committee 
National Association of Women and the Law 
Martha.jackman@uottawa.ca  
 
Pamela Cross 
National Association of Women and the Law. 
 
Murray Dobbin, Activist and writer 
 
Rhonda Roffey, Executive Director 
Women's Habitat,  416-252-7949 ext 231, fax 416-252-1520, www.womens-habitat.ca 
Sadeqa Siddiqui 
Coordonnatrice 
Centre Communautaire des Femmes Sud-Asiatique 
1035, rue Rachel Est 3è Étage 
Montréal, Qc, H2J 2J5 
 
Karen Dempsey, President 
National Council of Women of Canada 
Suite 506, Bank Street 
Ottawa, ON  K2P 0L4 
 
Rhonda Roffey, Executive Director 
Women's Habitat, 416-252-7949 ext 231, fax 416-252-1520 
www.womens-habitat.ca 
 
Natalie Villeneuve 
Fédération des femmes du Québec 
 
Louise Riendeau 
Coordonnatrice des dossiers politiques 
Regroupement des maisons pour femmes victimes de violence conjugale  
(514) 878-9134 poste 223 
http://www.maisons-femmes.qc.ca/ 
 
Kim Bulger, Executive Director 
MATCH International 
 
Pamela Harrison, Coordinator  
Transition House Association of Nova Scotia  
319-1657 Barrington St Halifax, NS B3J 2A1  
1-902-429-7287 (phone) 1-902-429-0561 (fax)  
 coordinator@thans.ca   http://www.thans.ca 
 
RebELLEs Movement - Mouvement RebELLEs" 
info@rebelles.org 
barbararebelles@gmail.com 
www.rebelles.org 



 
Eileen Morrow 
Ontario Association of Interval and Transition Houses – OAITH 

Gisèle Pageau  
Human Rights Director / Directrice des droits de la personne  
CEP/SCEP  
301, avenue Laurier ouest / Laurier Ave, W  
Ottawa, ON  
K1P 6M6  

Andrée Côté 
Women's and Human Rights Officer 
Public Service Alliance of Canada 
Agente au Programme des femmes et aux droits de la personne 
Alliance de la Fonction publique du Canada 
233 Gilmour St., Ottawa (On) K2P 0P1 
Tél.: (613) 560-4328 Fax: 236-9402 
email: cotea@psac-afpc.com 
www.psac.com  
 
Martha Jackman@uottawa.ca 


